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Admissions Policy 

At Sawyer STREAM Academy, our mission is to nurture intellect, integrity, and innovation 
through a project-based curriculum that connects academic learning to real-world 

purpose. 
 

1. Purpose of This Policy 

This Admissions Policy explains how students and families may apply to Sawyer STREAM Academy 

and how the Academy determines whether enrollment is an appropriate fit. It is intended to provide 

clear information to prospective families and to ensure that admissions decisions are guided by the 

mission, philosophy, and academic expectations of Sawyer STREAM Academy. 

2. Admissions Philosophy 

Sawyer STREAM Academy welcomes students who are seeking a flexible, structured, and 

academically serious online learning environment. The Academy serves families who value strong 

instruction, clear expectations, meaningful teacher support, project-based learning, and preparation 

for college, career, and life. Because Sawyer STREAM Academy is a distance-learning school, the 

admissions process is designed not only to review academic background, but also to help students 

and families understand the responsibilities of online learning and determine whether the Academy 

is a good educational fit. 

3. Students Served 

Sawyer STREAM Academy serves students in the elementary, middle school, and high school grades. 

The Academy welcomes both domestic and international students, including students who are 

seeking a full-time American-style diploma pathway, a more flexible academic setting, continuity 

during relocation, or access to structured online learning where other educational options may be 

limited. 

4. Equal Access and Respect for Families 

Sawyer STREAM Academy is committed to treating all applicants and families with dignity, respect, 

and fairness. The Academy serves a diverse learning community and welcomes students from varied 

cultural, linguistic, national, and educational backgrounds. Admissions decisions are based on 

educational fit, available records, program readiness, and the Academy’s ability to support the 

student successfully within its distance-learning model. 

5. Admissions Process 

The admissions process begins when a family contacts Sawyer STREAM Academy or submits an 

inquiry through the school website. Families are then provided with information about the 

Academy’s mission, educational model, curriculum, student expectations, tuition and fees, and  

technology requirements. Once a family decides to apply, the school requests the information 

necessary to review the student’s academic background and determine next steps. 
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After application materials are received, school personnel review the student’s records and may 

request additional information, including interviews, diagnostic information, or clarification about 

prior educational experiences. This step helps the Academy determine grade-level placement, course 

selection, and whether additional support may be beneficial. If the student is accepted, the family 

receives enrollment instructions and completes onboarding requirements before coursework 

begins. 

6. Application Materials 

Families should be prepared to submit identifying information for the student and parent or 

guardian, prior academic records such as report cards or transcripts when available, and any other 

documentation needed to support placement and enrollment decisions. Sawyer STREAM Academy 

may also request information regarding the student’s educational goals, current learning 

circumstances, and readiness to participate in a structured online program. 

7. Interviews and Readiness Review 

As part of the admissions process, Sawyer STREAM Academy may meet with students and parents or 

guardians to discuss the Academy’s expectations, the student’s academic history, and the family’s 

goals. These conversations help ensure that the family understands the nature of distance learning, 

including the need for steady engagement, communication, academic honesty, and appropriate 

support at home. The readiness review is intended to support student success rather than to create 

unnecessary barriers. 

8. Academic Placement 

Placement decisions are based on the student’s prior academic records, demonstrated learning, age 

and grade history, course availability, and any additional evidence of readiness gathered during the 

admissions process. Sawyer STREAM Academy aims to place students in courses that are 

appropriately challenging while still allowing a realistic path to success. 

9. Diagnostic Assessment 

When appropriate, Sawyer STREAM Academy may use diagnostic assessment information to identify 

strengths, areas of need, and proper placement. Diagnostic information is used to support 

instructional planning and student success. It is not used as the sole factor in determining 

admissions. 

10. Transfer Credit Review 

Students entering Sawyer STREAM Academy from other schools may request review of previously 

completed coursework. Transfer credit decisions are based on available academic records, course 

descriptions when needed, level of study, and alignment with Sawyer STREAM Academy 

requirements. Approved transfer credit becomes part of the student’s academic record. 
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11. Distance Learning Expectations 

Successful participation in Sawyer STREAM Academy requires consistent student effort and active 

family partnership. Students are expected to log in regularly, complete coursework, communicate 

with teachers, and seek help when needed. Families are expected to support student participation by 

encouraging routine, accountability, and respectful communication. Because the program offers 

flexibility, it also requires responsibility. 

12. Technology Requirements 

Before enrollment is finalized, families should ensure that the student has reliable access to an 

appropriate device and internet connection sufficient for online coursework. Students must also be 

prepared to use the Academy’s approved digital systems for learning, communication, assignment 

submission, and assessment. 

13. Enrollment Confirmation 

Enrollment is confirmed when the Academy approves admission and the family completes all 

required enrollment steps. These steps may include submission of final documentation, review of 

policies, acknowledgment of school expectations, and completion of orientation activities. Students 

may begin classes only after the enrollment process has been completed. 

14. Student and Family Partnership 

Sawyer STREAM Academy believes that successful learning is strengthened by a positive partnership 

between the school and the home. The admissions process is therefore designed to ensure that 

families understand and support the Academy’s mission, values, Culture of Care, and educational 

expectations. Open communication from the beginning helps establish a strong foundation for 

student success. 

15. Confidentiality of Admissions Records 

All information submitted during the admissions process is handled with appropriate care and 

confidentiality. Admissions records are used only for legitimate educational and administrative 

purposes and are maintained according to the Academy’s student data privacy and records 

procedures. 

16. Review of the Policy 

This Admissions Policy is reviewed periodically by school leadership and may be updated when 

necessary to reflect changes in school practice, student needs, legal requirements, or continuous 

improvement priorities. The most current version posted or distributed by Sawyer STREAM 

Academy shall serve as the official policy version for prospective students and families. 

 

Questions about admissions may be directed to Sawyer STREAM Academy through the school website or 
official school communications – contact@sawyer-academy.org 

 


